[bookmark: _GoBack]Conventions for Writing about Literature 


1. Use the ‘Literary Present Tense’ - 
	Your response must be written in the present tense and not the past tense.    

	Present Tense
	Past Tense

	He runs to school.
The character is sad because …
Tom drives his car to work.

	He ran to school. 
The character was sad because…
Tom drove his car to work.



2. Use an Objective Point of View 
· don’t use ‘I’ or ‘me’ statements like you do when you write personal responses
· avoid making ‘platitudinous’ and subjective statements like
“It’s a great poem”, or “I think it’s the best poem ever written”
· your task is to discuss the writer’s work- what he or she has presented; your sentences shouldn’t sound like you expressing your opinion about the topic.
Weak: The twins are callous and uncaring. 
(this sounds like it is your belief)
Better: The twins are portrayed as being callous and uncaring.

3. Using Direct Quotations - See your handouts!!
	Add site references! Not optional anymore… 
For poetry: state line number
For stories and novels: (p.__) or (pp. __-__)
Include poetry line-break marks ( / ) when you quote more than one line.
	

4. Useful vocabulary
	The reader-			The speaker			The writer
conveys	conjures	  depicts	  evokes	portrays

	The specific names of the relevant literary and stylistic devices used

5. Expressions to Avoid!!!
	This line shows...
	This quote ...
	I think…, I believe…  
